
Instructor: Margi Wald   Course: CW R4B, Section 9, CCN 14080 
	

Email: mwald@berkeley.edu   Course Name: Reading, Composition & Research 
Office: 115 Wheeler Hall   Time: T/Th 2:00-3:30pm  
Office hours: T/Th 5:00-6:00 & by appt.  Place: 54 Barrows Hall 
 
Course Description 

This writing seminar satisfies the second half of the Reading and Composition Requirement. It is offers 
students structured, sustained practice in the processes entailed in reading, critical analysis, and 
composing, as well as the stages involved in creating a research paper.  
 

Through a combination of small-class discussion, in-class workshops, and online forums, students will  
(a) develop critical reading/viewing strategies necessary for research 
(b) craft essays that analyze and apply information from course texts 
(c) hone revision strategies 
(d) gather primary and secondary outside sources on a topic related to our course theme 
(e) create a research portfolio including an annotated bibliography, research notes and progress 

reports, annotated bibliography, a project proposal, and final paper. 
 
Course Theme 

Inequity and Change: Class, Culture, and Health Care in the U.S. 
This class explores crucial questions about health care, medicine, and social inequality in the U.S. 
Students will research (a) cultural differences in the experiences of illness and practices of healthcare 
and (b) biases and disparities in access created by social, political, and economic forces. Students will 
also conduct their own fieldwork, examining local agencies that work toward lessening disparities, 
resolving conflict, and thus creating social change. The final project will ask students to view a particular 
issue of their choice through the theoretical lenses provided by course texts -- and perhaps make 
recommendations for addressing it. 
 
Texts (subject to change) 

Texts are available on Amazon and Google Play as well at University Press Books.  
 

• The Craft of Research (Booth, Colomb, & Williams)  
• The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down (Anne Fadiman) 
• Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies (Seth Holmes) 
• Rewriting: How to do Things with Texts (Joseph Harris) (online only--available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cgnf2) 
• Online Readings at bCourses.berkeley.edu 
 
Grading 

Short Assignments  20% 
Essay 1     20% 
Essay 2    20% 
Research Portfolio (RP)  40% 
 
This course must be taken for a letter grade in order to fulfill the R&C requirement.  A grade of C- is 
required in order to pass.   
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Reading 

This course focuses on helping you hone your strategies for critical reading: recognizing the structure of 
a text; identifying the thesis; distinguishing the primary argument from secondary arguments; 
uncovering authors’ purposes, evaluating evidence; framing questions for a second reading; preparing a 
discussion outline, etc. This course will also help you develop skills such as paying attention to footnotes, 
sources, and rhetorical devices.  Note: All reading, observations, interviews, and media sources are 
potential source material for the research paper. 
 
Writing 

Short assignments (1-3 pages): As part of the drafting process, you will write a variety of short 
responses to the readings/videos as journals and in-class first passes.  This type of writing is part of the 
process of generating ideas and analyzing sources, as well as practicing revision strategies. 
 

Problem (Solution) Analysis (6-7 pages):  In this paper based on The Spirit Catches You, at least one 
additional course text, and at least one outside source, do an analysis of the problems raised in the text. 
 

Response paper (4 pages): Based on Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies, this paper requires that you synthesize 
ideas from two or more outside texts in a response to Holmes’ text. 
 

Research Portfolio (10-14 pages):  The research portfolio documents the stages of your research, 
including research notes, outlines and plans, prospectus or proposal, annotated bibliography, and 
multiple drafts.  Your focus should be a topic that connects course themes to your own interests.  At the 
end of this process, you will also write a 2-3 page reflection on your research process. All stages of the 
research paper must be turned in on time in order to receive credit. 
 
Peer Response 

A good writer considers an audience's reaction. And a good writer learns to be a good reader of his or 
her own text.  For all out-of-class essays, you will use the comments made by both your classmates and 
me to help you in the revision process. You are expected to give written feedback on the work of others, 
as well as read and interpret comments made on your own work. Sharing your writing and your ideas 
makes peer response work. On days when peer response is part of class, come prepared to provide 
helpful feedback on your classmates’ writing. 

Attendance and Participation 

Attendance is mandatory, as this course is based on a workshop model.  In-class assignments involve 
working together to discuss readings, respond to each other’s work, and generate strategies. Homework 
assignments grow out of projects begun in class.  Thus, attendance and active participation are required 
in order for you to complete graded assignments and receive peer and teacher feedback. Periodic paper 
conferences are also required and count as part of your assignments grade. 

You all have a range of reading and writing skills and can learn from each other, so cooperation is highly 
valued as part of a positive classroom environment.  Feel free to ask each other and me questions. 

It is impossible to duplicate class discussions, group work, mini-lectures, etc. after the fact; thus, after 
two absences, your course grade will be lowered.  Missing a scheduled conference counts as an 
absence.  No excused absences – so please save your absences for a genuine emergency or illness. 
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Late work 
To receive full credit for the major assignments, you must complete each assignment on time, including 
drafts for peer feedback and conferences.  Keep all of your work on bCourses or gDrive -- do not trash 
anything, even previous drafts. 
 
Device Use Policy 

During class, please put your phones on silent mode, keep laptops and other devices closed and out of 
sight unless requested to use them or accessing course materials. On days you need them, you will be 
told in advance. If you use e-books, please talk to me. 
 
UC Berkeley’s Honor Code 

"As a member of the UC Berkeley community, I act with honesty, integrity, and respect for others." 
 
Original Work and Academic Honesty/Integrity (by Michelle Baptiste) 

UC Berkeley recently unveiled an honor code created by the ASUC: “As a member of the UC Berkeley 
community, I act with honesty, integrity, and respect for others.” Academic honesty is integral to the 
university community that we belong to. In this course you will learn the appropriate ways to use, 
integrate, and cite sources you summarize, paraphrase, and/or quote. If you take any part of another 
writer’s words, research, or ideas without giving proper credit to the original author, you will be 
plagiarizing.  Additionally, if—instead of making your own decisions about how to revise—you have 
someone revise or edit an essay for you, the piece you submit is no longer your own work, and you are 
plagiarizing. A friend can give you suggestions on an essay, but you must make the ultimate decision and 
type in those changes. 
  
You must always cite when using another’s words with quotation marks or even another’s ideas 
(summary, paraphrase, statistic, example, or generalization)—be they from a website, book, lecture, 
film, article, essay (including a classmate’s), or any other print or non-print source. If you have questions 
about how to cite another’s work or about how much help you can receive from a friend or tutor, please 
talk to me. 
 

The College Writing Programs has a zero-tolerance policy regarding plagiarism.  Students who submit 
plagiarized work will be subject to consequences ranging from a grade of “F” on the assignment to 
suspension from the University.  The Center for Student Conduct has produced a comprehensive guide 
to academic honesty: http://sa.berkeley.edu/conduct/faculty-staff/violations.  Visit our website for 
details: http://writing.berkeley.edu/students/academic-honesty.  
 

The following excerpt from that document outlines the elements of plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as 
use of intellectual material produced by another person without acknowledging its source, for example: 

• Wholesale copying of passages from works of others into your homework, essay, term paper, or 
dissertation without acknowledgment. 

• Using the views, opinions, or insights of another without acknowledgment. 
• Paraphrasing another person’s characteristic or original phraseology, metaphor, or other literary 

device without acknowledgment. 
Always include parenthetical citations and references even for an idea or in a rough draft to avoid 
charges of plagiarism and to keep yourself from sliding down a slippery slope towards unintentional 
plagiarism.  
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You will submit essays via bCourses Turnitin as well to ensure the writing is your own. Click on the 
dialogue bubble with the percentage to see which portion of your work is highlighted. We will be using 
Turnitin not for surveillance and punishment but as a tool to help you check your writing for varied 
source use and for unintentional plagiarism. 
 

In this course you will use American Psychological Association (APA) citing guidelines. For APA citation 
examples and details on using sources ethically, visit bCourses “APA Guidelines for Using Sources.” 
Whenever referencing another person’s idea in summary or paraphrase or when quoting another 
person’s words, use this format to cite: (Last Name, Year of Publication, p. #). Here’s an example, 
borrowed from a student paper -- with permission to cite without the student’s name: 
 

Mankiller (1993) describes not only the cultural devastation but also the personal betrayal when 
President Andrew Jackson—whose life was saved by a Cherokee warrior in an 1814 battle—later 
pushed through US Congress the devastating Indian Removal Act of 1830 (pp. 86-87). 

 
Optional Tutoring 

Good writers seek feedback from a variety of sources. You can meet once a week with a trained tutor 
from the Student Learning Center.  If you are interested in requesting a tutor, go to 
http://slc.berkeley.edu/weekly-service. Or use the Drop-in or By-Appointment services.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity.  Sign up early.  Also, the SLC offers workshops for R & C courses, research workshops and 
an RRR week writing retreat (see http://slc.berkeley.edu/writing). 
 
Special Notes 
 

• If you have a letter of accommodation from DSP, please let me know.  More support 
at dsp.berkeley.edu.   

• If you are an athlete with a travel schedule, you must present your schedule of any anticipated 
times away from class and make arrangements for your work to be done on time. More support 
at asc.berkeley.edu. 

• AB540 students may find additional support at undocu.berkeley.edu/. 
• For information on study skills, time management courses, or academic counseling, visit 

http://slc.berkeley.edu/academic-success-and-strategic-learning-resources 
• For information on free counseling services, visit 

http://uhs.berkeley.edu/students/counseling/individualcounseling.shtml To make an appointment 
with a counselor at the Tang Center, go in person to the 3rd floor between 10am and 5pm to make a 
drop-in appointment.  Or call 510-642-9494 during the day to make an appointment. After hours, 
call 510-643-7917 and ask to speak with a counselor. 
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Content Overview 
 

Weeks 1-4 Unit 1: Cultural Relativism and Competency in Health and Illness (Fadiman)  
• Short Assignments: Reading Responses, Journal Entries on Coming to Terms, 

Forwarding, and Countering, and Taking an Approach, among others (Harris) 
• RP: First reactions to course themes 
• Essay 1 

 
Weeks 5-8 Unit 2: Social, Political, and Economic Mechanisms of Inequity (Holmes) 

• Short Assignments: Reading Responses, Journal Entries on Coming to Terms, 
Forwarding, and Countering, and Taking an Approach, among others (Harris) 

• RP: Brainstorm research topics (Booth et al.) 
• Essay 2 

 
Week 9-10 Unit 3: Stigma, Media & Medicine 

§ Readings and videos on “stigmatizing” diseases (AIDS, mental illness) 
§ Biomediatization and Biocommunicability(Briggs & Hallin, 2016)  
§ RP: Library tour 
§ RP: Narrowing and Focusing (Booth et al.) 

 
Week 11-14 Unit 4: The Research Portfolio (RP) 

• Annotated Bibliography 
• Hands-On Library Project 
• Research prospectus/proposal  
• Updated Annotated bibliography 
• Idea Plan / Outline 

 
RRR Week Research Fair (04 December 2017) - REQUIRED 
  Conferences 
 
    
11 December Research Paper and Portfolio Due  
 
13 December Reflection Due 
 
 


