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Overview

This course is designed to provide students with a deeper understanding of why inequali!es of earnings and wealth
have widened over the last 40 years in the United States. Given that most of the underlying forces causing this trend
in the U.S. are also prevalent in other na!ons, the lessons learned in this course are likely to be relevant elsewhere. But
we’ll also examine why such inequali!es in the United States are more extreme than in other developed economies.
The course is also intended to provide insights into the poli!cal and public policy debates that have arisen in light of
these widening inequali!es, as well as possible means of reversing it.

Scheduling and enrollment 

All ques!ons and concerns about scheduling and course enrollment should go to: gsppscheduler@berkeley.edu

Required readings and materials

Readings will be available on bCourses. Some readings will be drawn from Professor Reich’s books: The System
(Vintage, 2021); The Common Good (Vintage, 2018); Saving Capitalism (Vintage, 2016); A"ershock (2010); and
Supercapitalism (2007). All are available in paperback, but the relevant chapters will also be available on bCourses.
Required and supplementary readings are included below.

Classes, sec!ons, and a"endance

Classes will run from 12 noon on Fridays online via Zoom, star!ng January 22nd. We will offer at least one break
during each lecture in which we encourage you to stretch, breathe, or do whatever you need to do to stay focused.
Because much of the class is interac!ve, we strongly encourage you to a$end lectures synchronously. A$endance will
be recorded via Zoom. (For those who cannot a$end synchronously, lectures will be recorded and made available via
bCourses. Students must submit typed notes based on lecture recordings via your sec!on bCourses within one week
of lecture in order to receive a$endance credit.) 

Register for lecture here: h$ps://berkeley.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bi-3CU1rRwKfuErTK5zdDQ

Sec!ons are a required component of the course. The Graduate Student Instructors (GSIs) will some!mes lead
discussions about the week's topic; however, sec!ons are designed to be a highly immersive experience. You are
expected to a$end sec!on synchronously every week, so please enroll in a sec!on that works for your schedule.
Students are expected to have completed all of the week’s readings prior to sec!on. Sec!ons will begin the week of
January 25th.

Grades

Memos: 60 percent

Par!cipa!on and a$endance: 40 percent (see your sec!on syllabus for details)

DUE DATES:           

Memo 1 (20%): Friday, March 5th at 11:59pm  

Memo 2 outline (10%): Friday, April 9th at 11:59pm

Memo 2 (30%): Friday, April 23rd at 11:59pm

Course team:

 

Robert Reich, gspp-execasst@berkeley.edu

Assistant, Aarin Walker, gspp-execasst@berkeley.edu

 

Head Graduate Student Instructors     

Asha DuMonthier               ashadumonthier@berkeley.edu   

Nicole Updegrove              nicole.updegrove@berkeley.edu

 

Graduate Student Instructors

Allen Ruan                           allenruan@berkeley.edu

Dhruva Chandrasekhar      dhruvac@berkeley.edu
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Gabby Mar!nez                  gabbysmar!nez@berkeley.edu

Julia Forte Frudden             julia_forte@berkeley.edu

Ka!e Cannady                     ka!e_cannady@berkeley.edu

Laila Heid                             laila_heid@berkeley.edu

Mansi Kathuria                    mansikathuria@berkeley.edu

Mariel Mendoza                  Runmarielrun@berkeley.edu
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Part One: The Dynamics of Wealth and Poverty

 

Week 1: What’s happened to wealth and income in America over the last forty years, and does it ma"er? 

Readings:

Emmanuel Saez, Gabriel Zucman, “Exploding Wealth Inequality in the US,” VoxEU & CEPR, October 28, 2014

Anne Helen Petersen, “America’s Hollow Middle Class,” Vox, Dec. 15, 2020

Will Wilkinson, “Thinking Clearly About Economic Inequality,” Policy Analysis, July 14, 2009

Ma$hew Stewart, “The 9.9 Percent is the New American Aristocracy," The Atlan!c, June 2018

Paul Graham, “The case for why widening inequality isn’t a problem,” PaulGraham.com, January 20, 2016

Allan Meltzer, "The United States of Envy, Hoover Ins!tu!on,"  Hoover Ins!tu!on Journal, April 17, 2014

For further reading:

Joseph Ferrie et al., “Do Grandparents and Great-Grandparents Ma$er? Mul!genera!onal Mobility in the U.S., 1910-
2013,” NBER Working Paper, September 2016

Ralesh Kochbar and Richard Frey, “Wealth Inequality Has Widened Along Racial, Ethnic Lines Since End of Great
Recession,” Pew Research Center, December 12, 2014

Facundo Alvaredo, Bertrand Garbini!, Thomas Pike$y, “On the Share of Inheritance in Aggregate Wealth: Europe and
the USA, 1900-2010,” Economica, February 2017

J. Duca and J. Saving, “Income Inequality and Poli!cal Polariza!on: Time Series Evidence Over Nine Decades,” Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas, Working Paper 1408, January 2014. 

Melissa Kearney and Phillip Levine, “Income Inequality, Social Mobility, and the Decision to Drop Out of High School,”
Brookings Papers on Economic Ac!vity, March 10, 2016

N. Gregory Mankew, “The Theory of Consumer Choice,” Principles of Economics, Chapter 21

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Isn’t inequality both inevitable and necessary? At what point, if ever, does it become a problem? What kind of
problem? How do consumers gain from a “free market?” Is consumer welfare always the best guide for public policy making?
What does cost- benefit analysis assume about the distribu!on of income and wealth?  

 

Week 2: The Investor’s View: The highest return, regardless.

Readings: 

Ralph Gomory and Richard Sylla, “The American Corpora!on,” Daedalus, Spring 2013

Robert Reich, Saving Capitalism, chapters 10 to 12

Neil Irwin, “To Understand Rising Inequality, Consider the Janitors at Two Top Companies, Then and Now,” The New
York Times, Sept. 3, 2017

Miniter, “Al Dunlop and the Shareholder Revolu!on,” American Enterprise, Nov. 1996, pp 82-83;

Baker, Bivens, Schneider, “Reining in CEO Compensa!on and Curbing the rise of Inequality,” Economic Policy Ins!tute,
June 4, 2019

Andrew Winston, “Is the Business Roundtable Statement Just Empty Rhetoric?” Harvard Business Review, August 30,
2019

Milton Friedman, "The Social Responsibility of Business is to Increase Profits," New York Times Magazine, September
13, 1970

For further reading:

Michael Jensen and Richard Ruback, “The Market for Corporate Control,” Journal of Financial Markets (1983)

Daniel L. Greenwald, Mar!n Le$au, Sydney Ludvigson, “How the Wealth Was Won: Factor Shares as Market
Fundamentals,” NBER Working Paper, May 17, 2019

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Do you agree with “Chainsaw” Al Dunlop’s view of the corpora!on? If not, why not? For whom does the
corpora!on exist? For whom should it exist? Is there such a thing as “corporate social responsibility”? Did the accepted
purpose of the corporate change over the last fi"y years, and, if so, when and how?  Have corpora!ons started to realize that
they need to change, and are they star!ng to do so?

 

Week 3: Globaliza!on, Technological Change, and the Jobs of the Future

Readings:

On globaliza!on: 

Robert Reich, Supercapitalism, chapter 1

Dani Rodrick, “Has Globaliza!on Gone Too Far?” Challenge, vol. 41, No. 2

David Autor, “Interna!onal Trade and U.S. Worker Welfare: Understanding the Costs and Benefits,” Washington
Center for Economic Growth, October 31, 2016

Neil Irwin, “Globaliza!on's Backlash is Here, as Just the Wrong Time,” New York Times, March 23, 2018

Rawi Abdelal, “Dignity, Inequality, and the Populist Backlash: Lessons from America and Europe for a Sustainable
Globaliza!on,” Harvard Business School Working Paper, 2020.

On technological change:

Robert Reich, Saving Capitalism, chapters 22 and 23

Michel, Shierholz, and Schmi$, Execu!ve Summary of “Don’t Blame the Robots,” EPI-CEPR Working Paper, November
2013

Alexis Cherewka, “The Digital Divide Hits U.S. Immigrant Households Dispropor!onately during the COVID-19
Pandemic,” Migra!on Policy Ins!tute, September 3, 2020.

For further reading:

Thomas Pike$y, “Inequality and Concentra!on,” Capital in the Twenty-First Century,  chapter 7 

Mike Konbczal and Marshall Steinbaum, “Declining Entrepreneurship, Labor Mobility, and Business Dynamism: A
Demand-Side Approach, Roosevelt Ins!tute,” July 21, 2016

Raj Che$y et al, “Who Becomes an Inventor in America? The Importance of Exposure to Innova!on," NBER Working
Paper, December 2017

Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz, “Skill-Based Technological Change,” The Race Between Educa!on and Technology,
chapter 3

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Can the effects of globaliza!on be separated from those of technological change? How have they interacted to
widen inequality? What are the major job categories of the future? Why is one paying more and more, and the other paying
rela!vely li$le? Why are jobs becoming less stable? What is the future likely to hold?

 

Week 4: Widening Inequali!es of Place 

Readings:

Ajilore, Olugbenga and Zoe Willingham, “Redefining Rural America,” Center for American Progress, July 2019

Phillip Longman, “Why the Economic Fates of American Ci!es Diverged,” The Atlan!c, November 28, 2018

Emily Badger, “The Long, Painful, and Repe!!ve history of How Bal!more Became Bal!more,” Washington Post, April
29, 2015

Emily Badger, “What Happens When the Richest U.S. Ci!es Turn to the World?” The New York Times, December 22,
2017, at

Eduardo Porter, “Can a Coal Town Reinvent Itself?” New York Times, December 6, 2019

Rothstein, “If San Francisco, Then Everywhere?" The Color of Law: A Forgo$en History of How Our Government
Segregated America, 2017, Chapter 1,

Raj Che$y et al, “Where is the Land of Opportunity? Intergenera!onal Mobility in the US,” Vox EU, February 4, 2014

For further reading:

Raj Che$y, Nathaneil Hendren, Partrick Kline, and Emmanuel Saez, “Where is the Land of Opportunity? The
Geography of Intergenera!onal Mobility in the United States,” NBER Working Paper, January 2014

Che$y, Hendren, and Katz, “The Effects of Exposure to Be$er Neighborhoods on Children,” NBER Working Paper,
May 2015

David Albouy and Mike Zabek, “Housing Inequality,” NBER Working Paper, January 2016

HUD Rule on Affirma!vely Furthering Fair Housing

Mark Muro and Sifan Liu, “Tech in Metros: The Strong are Ge&ng Stronger,” Brookings, 2017

Giannone, “Skill-Biased Technical Change and Regional Convergence,” U. of Chicago, January, 2017

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Why is it becoming easier for the wealthier to segregate from the poorer within a na!on? What forms does this
segrega!on take in addi!on to geographical? What are the consequences? Is this much different from a na!on as a whole
cu%ng itself off from others around the world who are poorer?

 

Week 5: The altered balance of monopoly power: organized labor and an!trust

Readings:

Organized labor:

Megan Cassella, “Unions Expect a Great Awakening During a Biden Presidency,” Poli!co, October 9, 2020.

James Surowiecki, “State of the Unions,” The New Yorker, January 17, 2011

Lauren Kaori Gurley, “U.S. Employers Spend $340 Million a Year Bus!ng Unions,” Vice, December 11, 2019.

Louis Uchitelle, “How the Loss of Union Power Has Hurt American Manufacturing,” The New York Times, April 20,
2018

An!trust:

Paula Dwyer “Biden Seen Reining in Mergers and Cracking Down on Big Tech,” Bloomberg Law, November 11, 2020.

Noam Scheiber and Ben Casselman, “Why is Pay Lagging? Maybe Too Many Mergers in the Heartland,” New York
Times, January 25, 2018

Kate Bahn, “McDonalds, Monopsony, and the Need for Joint Employer Standards," Washington Center for Equitable
Growth, April 5, 2018

Alan Krueger and Eric Posner, “Corporate America is Suppressing Wages for Many Workers,” New York Times,
February 28, 2018

David Dayen, "The Dirty Secret Behind Warren Buffe$'s Billions," The Na!on, February 15, 2018

Peter Thiel, “Compe!!on is for Losers,” Wall Street Journal, September 12, 2014

Further reading:

Nancy Folbre, “Just deserts? Earnings inequality and bargaining power in the U.S. economy,” October 2016  (Because
this reading is 56 pages, you may want to skim to get the essence of it.)

Jason Furman and Peter Orszag, “A Firm-Level Perspec!ve on the Role of Rents in the Rise of Inequality,” October
2015

Jonathan Baker and Steven Salop, “An!trust, Compe!!on Policy, and Inequality,” Georgetown Law Journal, 2015

Autor, D. Dorn, L. Katz, C. Pa$terson, and J. Van Reenen, “Concentra!ng on the Fall of the Labor Share,” American
Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings 2017

Ioana Marinescu and Herbet Hovenkamp, “An!compe!!ve Mergers in Labor Markets,” Washington Center for
Equitable Growth, June 2018

For listening: - Google and An!trust
podcast: h$ps://www.npr.org/sec!ons/money/2017/08/04/541643346/episode-787-google-is-big-is-that-bad

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: What happened to an!trust in the United States? What happened to labor unions? Why is an!trust stronger in
Germany and several other European countries, and why are labor unions stronger there? What’s the rela!onship between
degrees of monopoliza!on, levels of unioniza!on, and inequality, and why?

 

Week 6: The Interac!on of Wealth and Poli!cal Power

Readings:

Robert Reich, Saving Capitalism, Chapters 1 and 2

Robert Reich, The System, Chapters 1 and 2

Lee Drutman, “Can the ‘Scourge of Upward Redistribu!on’ Unite Le" and Right against the Rent-Seekers?” Vox,
September 21, 2015

Eric Lipton et al, “Top Scholars or Lobbyists? O"en it’s Both,” New York Times, August 9, 2016

Dara Kerr, “Uber Has Long Plo$ed its Na!onal Push for Gig Worker Status,” C/Net, November 20, 2020

Taryn Luna, “Voters Approve Prop. 22, Allowing Uber and Ly" Drivers to Remain Independent Contractors,” L.A. Times,
November 3, 2020

Andrew Prokop, “Study: Why Poli!cians Listen to Rich People, Not You,” Vox, Jan. 28, 2015

Asher Schechter, “Why Argue With the Government When You Can Buy the Government?”: Q&A with Gary Reback,
October 2016

Robert Reich, "The Poli!cal Roots of Widening Inequality," The American Prospect, 2015 (ADDED TO THE SYLLABUS
AFTER THE READER WAS PRINTED)

Further reading:

Brady, Schlozman, Verba, The Unheavenly Chorus: Unequal Poli!cal Voice and the Broken Promise of American
Democracy, Chapters 4 and 5

Thomas B. Edsall, “A"er Ci!zens United, A Vicious Cycle of Corrup!on,” New York Times, December 6, 2018

Hacker, Jacob S., and Paul Pierson. 2010. “Winner-Take-All Poli!cs: Public Policy, Poli!cal Organiza!on, and the
Precipitous Rise of Top Incomes in the United States,” Poli!cs & Society 38 (2): 152-204

Peter Enns, Nathan Kelly, Jana Morgan, Christopher Witko, “The Power of Economic Interests and the Congressional
Economic Policy Agenda,” Washington Center for Equitable Growth, July 2016

Jeffrey Brown and Jiekun Huang, “All the President’s Friends: Poli!cal Access and Firm Value,” NBER Working Paper,
April 2017

Ques!ons: Ques!ons: How does economic power translate into poli!cal power? How does poli!cal power generate more economic
power? How much of the phenomenon of widening inequality is due to this vicious cycle? Also: What’s the difference between
“pre-distribu!on” and “redistribu!on” of income and wealth? In what ways are income and wealth now pre-distributed
upward? 

 

Part II: The Responses

 

While the second half of the course is oriented towards policy solu!ons to inequality, readings marked with asterisks (***) are
those more oriented toward understanding the problem within a given policy area. (Reforming our taxa!on system first
requires an understanding of our present taxa!on system, for example.) Students with more lived or professional experience
with these policy areas may want to keep these dis!nc!ons in mind when priori!zing course readings. 

 

Week 7: Taxing and Redistribu!ng

Readings:

Anu Partanen, “What Americans Don’t Get About Nordic Countries Find the Quiet Heroes,” The Atlan!c, March 16,
2016

Igor Derysh, “50-Year Study of Tax Cuts on Wealthy Shows They Always Fail to ‘Trickle Down,’’ Salon, December 27,
2020

Eduardo Porter, “The False Hope of Limited Government, Built on Tax Breaks,” New York Times, March 31, 2015 ***

Jesse Eisinger and Paul Kiel, “Why the Rich Don’t Get Audited,” New York Times, May 3, 2019 ***

Chye-Chye Huang and Rodrick Taylor, “How the Federal Tax Code Can Be$er Advance Racial Equity,” Center on
Budget and Policy Priori!es, July 25, 2019

Patrick Gleason, "As More Americans Move to No-Income Tax States More Lawmakers Move to Phase Out State
Income Taxes," Forbes, November 29, 2020.

For Listening: 

Goldman Talk Policy to Me Podcast w/ Gabriel Zucman; h$ps://gspp.berkeley.edu/news/podcast/episode-304-talking-
tax-jus!ce

Planet Money Tax Hero Podcast; h$ps://www.npr.org/sec!ons/money/2019/04/03/709656642/episode-760-tax-
hero

Further reading:

Jason Furman, “Six Lessons from the U.S. Experience with Tobacco Taxes,” World Bank Conference, May 24, 2016

Kenneth Scheve and David Stasavage, “Democracy, War, and Wealth: Lessons from Two Centuries of Inheritance
Taxa!on,” American Poli!cal Science Review, February 2012

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: In what ways are earnings now redistributed upward – from the poor or the lower middle to the upper middle
and the rich? In what ways are they redistributed downward? What’s the difference between redistribu!on policies that focus
on taxes, and those that focus on the beneficiaries of government programs financed by taxes? Should the top marginal tax
rate be raised? Should wealth be taxed? How is the “Overton Window” of acceptable policy solu!ons to our taxa!on system
likely to change as a result of the pandemic?

 

Week 8: Macroeconomic Policy

Readings:

Monetary Policy:

Sebas!an Mallaby, “The Age of Magic Money,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2020.

Neil Irwin, “What’s at Risk if the Fed Becomes as Par!san as the Rest of Washington,” New York Times, June 4, 2019

Sarah Bloom Raskin, “Building a Financial Structure for a More Stable and Equitable Economy,” Federal Reserve, 2013

Fiscal Policy:

Bi$le, Jake, “The Next Austerity Ba$le will be Fought in the States,” The American Prospect, April 8, 2020

John Cassidy, “The Demand Doctor,” The New Yorker, October 10, 2011***

Edwards, Chris, “Boost Supply, Not Demand, during the next Recession,” The Hill, March 19, 2020

Madowitz, Michael, “What Have We Learned about Austerity Since the Great Recession,” Center for American
Progress, May 30, 2014

Chye-Ching Huant, Chad Stone, Ka!e Windham, Jennifer Beltran, “Pu&ng the Size of the Needed COVID-19 Fiscal
Response in Perspec!ve,” Center on Budget and Policy Priori!es, May 4, 2020

Further readings:

Rohan Gray, “RIP, Paul Volcker: The Fed Chair Who Thought We All Lived Too Well,” The Na!on, December 11, 2019

Ore Koren, W. Kindred Winecoff, “Food Price Spikes and Social Unrest: The Dark Side of the Fed’s Crisis-Figh!ng,"
Foreign Affairs, May 20, 2020

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: What’s the effect of macroeconomic policy on inequality? Dis!nguish between fiscal and monetary policies. How
fast can the economy grow without igni!ng infla!on? How and under what condi!ons does faster growth reduce inequality?
How is the “Overton Window” of acceptable macroeconomic policy solu!ons likely to change as a result of the pandemic?

 

Week 9: Remedying Racial Inequity

Readings:

Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Repara!ons,” The Atlan!c, June 2014

Maanvi Singh, “Na!ve American 'land taxes': a step on the roadmap for repara!ons," The Guardian, December 31,
2019.

Brandon Yung, “Black students at UC Berkeley spearheaded statewide ini!a!ve to restore affirma!ve ac!on,”
Berkeleyside, July 9, 2020

Michael Kraus et al., “The Mispercep!on of Racial Economic Inequality,” Perspec!ves on Psychological Science,
September 10, 2019

Ellora Derenoncourt and Claire Mon!aloux, “To Reduce Racial Inequality, Raise the Minimum Wage,” New York Times,
October 20, 2020

William Darity Jr., et al., “What We Get Wrong About Closing the Racial Wealth Gap,” Samuel DuBois Cook Center on
Social Equity, Insight Center for Community Economic Development, Duke University, April 2018

Chuck Collins, et al. “Ten Solu!ons to Bridge the Racial Wealth Gap,” Ins!tute for Policy Studies, April 2019

Shaylyn Romney Garre$ and Robert D. Putnam, “Why Did Racial Progress Stall in America?” New York Times,
December 6, 2020

Rakesh Kochhar and Anthony Cilluffo, “Income Inequality in the U.S. Is Rising Most Rapidly Among Asians,” Pew
Research Center, July 12, 2018

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: How have trends in wealth and income inequali!es developed across racial groups? Why did racial progress stall
in America AFTER the Civil Rights, Vo!ng Rights, and Housing Acts of the 1960s? How do we remedy systemic racism? What
are some examples? What policies can actually eliminate these gaps? What ins!tu!ons would have to be created, reformed,
or eliminated en!rely?

 

Week 10: Raising Incomes through Government Fiat and Social Insurance: the Minimum Wage, Unemployment
Insurance, Food Stamps, and the EITC

Readings:

Mike Konczal, “The Conserva!ve Myth of a Social Safety Net Built on Charity,” The Atlan!c, March 24, 2014

Allie Con!, “Young People are Poorer Than Ever and Government Programs are Failing Them,” Vice, June 7, 2019

Ali Safawi and Ladonna Pave&, “Most Parents Leaving TANF Work, But in Low-Paying and Unstable Jobs, Studies
Find,” Center for Budget and Policy Priori!es, November 19, 2020

Minoff, Elisa. “The Racist Roots of Work Requirements,” Center for the Study of Social Policy, February 2020

Maria Ines Zamudio, “Thousands Of Undocumented Workers Face The Pandemic Without A Safety Net,” NPR, March
2020

Maria Gonzalez-Miranda, “Social Insurance in the Time of Robots,” Brookings Ins!tu!on, April 4, 2018

Reich, “What if the Government Gave Everyone a Paycheck?” New York Times Book Review, July 9, 2018

For (op!onal) listening:

Video: Intelligence Squared Debate, “Abolish the Minimum Wage” November 29, 2014;
h$ps://www.intelligencesquaredus.org/debates/abolish-minimum-wage

Further reading:

Hilary Hoynes, et al., “Inside the War on Poverty: The Impact of Food Stamps on Birth Outcomes," The Review of
Economics and Sta!s!cs, May 2000

OECD, “Basic Income as a Policy Op!on: Can it Add Up?” May, 2017

We$s and R. Willer, “Privilege on the Precipice: Perceived Racial Status Threats Lead White Americans to Oppose
Welfare Programs,” Oxford Social Forces, May, 2018

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Which of these strategies succeeds in raising the wages of the bo$om half? At what cost? Should we eliminate all
specific safety-net programs and move instead to a larger Earned Income Tax Credit? How about a universal basic income?
How is the “Overton Window” of acceptable social safety net policy solu!ons likely to change as a result of the pandemic?

 

Week 11: Reducing Health Inequi!es 

Readings:

Alexis Okeowo, “Tainted Earth,” The New Yorker, November 30, 2020.

Liz Hamel, Audrey Kearney, Ashley Kirzinger, Lunna Lopes, Cailey Muñana, and Mollyann Brodie," KFF Health Tracking
Poll - June 2020

Dan Gorenstein, Leslie Walker, “Coronavirus Conundrum: How To Cover Millions Who Lost Their Jobs And Health
Insurance,” NPR, May 4, 2020

Linda Villarosa, “Why America’s Black Mothers and Babies are in a Life-or-Death Crisis,” New York Times, April 11,
2018 ***

Kimberly Amadeo “Universal Health Care in Different Countries, Pros and Cons of Each,” The Balance, March 13, 2020

Linda Rudolph, et al, “Health in All Policies: A Guide for State and Local Governments,” Public Health Ins!tute and
American Public Health Associa!on, 2013 (no need to read in full, but read the introduc!on take a look through parts that
appeal to you)

For further reading:

Raj Che$y, et al., “The Associa!on Between Income and Life Expectancy in the United States, 2001-2014,” Journal of
the American Medical Associa!on, April 26, 2016

“The Presiden!al Healthcare Cure,” The Commonwealth Fund, 2013

Woolhandler, Campbell, and Himmelstein, "Costs of Health Care Administra!on in the United States and Canada,"
New England Journal of Medicine, 1999

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Why and how is inequality related to health? Assuming that good health care is a limited resource that must
somehow be ra!oned, what’s the best means of doing so – through the market, government, or some other means? How can
poor and lower-income families achieve be$er health? President Trump and the Republican Congress want to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act; what should the replacement look like? Should we move toward a single-payer healthcare
plan? If so, how? How is the “Overton Window” of acceptable health policy solu!ons likely to change as a result of the
pandemic?

 

Week 12: Reducing Environmental Inequi!es

Readings:

Somini Sengupta, “Wildfire Smoke in California is Poisoning Children,” New York Times, November 29, 2020

Derrick Jackson, “Toxic Injus!ces,” The American Prospect, December 5, 2019

Jose A. Del Real, “How Racism Ripples Through California’s Pipes,” New York Times, November 29, 2019 ***

Vann Newkirk, "A New EPA Report Shows That Environmental Racism is Real," The Atlan!c, February 28, 2018 ***

Vann Newkirk, "Figh!ng Environmental Racism in North Carolina," The New Yorker, January 16, 2016

Ruairí Arrieta-Kenna, "California Just Got Bipar!san Support to Extend its Cap and Trade Program to 2030," VOX July
17, 2017

Andrew Winston, "What 1,000 CEOs Really Think About Climate Change and Inequality," Harvard Business Review,
September 24, 2019

Lennox Yearwood Jr. and Bill McKibben, “Want to Do Something About Climate Change? Follow the Money,” New
York Times, Jan 11, 2020

VIDEO: “On the Climate Change Crisis Solu!on No One Is Talking About,” April 2020,
h$ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuXURo0FUjM

For Further Reading: 

S. Nazrul Islam and John Winkel, “Climate Change and Social Inequality,” United Na!ons, October 2017 

Ques!onsQues!ons: How do environmental issues connect to wealth/income, racial, and geographic inequality? What role does
environmental policy play in addressing this inequality? How will different communi!es be impacted by climate change? What
role do social movements play in addressing environmental jus!ce issues? 

 

Week 13: Reducing Educa!onal Inequi!es 

Readings:

Robert Reich, The Work of Na!ons, chapters 18 and 19***

Tiffany Jones and Andrew Howard Nichols, “Hard Truths: Why only Race-Conscious Policies can Fix Racism in Higher
Educa!on,” Educa!on Trust, January 2020

Early childhood:

Danielle Paque$e, “Why Your Children’s Day Care May Determine How Wealthy They Become,” Washington Post,
April 24, 2017

K-12:

Rucker Johnson and Sean Tanner, “Money and Freedom: The Impact of California's School Finance Reform,” Learning
Policy Ins!tute, February 2018

Bruce Baker, “Exploring the Consequences of Charter School Expansion in U.S. Ci!es,” Economic Policy Ins!tute,
November 30, 2016 ***

Post-secondary:

Leonhardt, “Top Colleges, Largely for the Elite,” New York Times, May 24, 2011

Jon Marcus and Felicia Mello, “Is California Saving Higher Educa!on?” The Hechinger Report, 2019

For listening:

New York Times Daily Podcast on NY Public High School Admissions: 

h$ps://www.ny!mes.com/2019/04/02/podcasts/the-daily/black-students-nyc-high-school.htm

Further reading:

Nice White Parents 5-Part Podcast on “the 60-year rela!onship between white parents and the public school down
the block”: h$ps://www.ny!mes.com/2020/07/23/podcasts/nice-white-parents-serial.html

Jesse Rothstein, “Teacher Quality Policy When Supply Ma$ers,” Ins!tute for Research on Labor Employment,
September 2012

Nikole Hannah-Jones, “The Problem We All Live With,” This American Life, July 31, 2015

Suzanne Me$ler, Degrees of Inequality, “Crea!ng Degrees of Inequality,” chapter 1 

The Brookings Ins!tu!on, “The Current State of Scien!fic Knowledge on Pre-Kindergarten Effects,” April 2017

Stephanie Owen, and Isabel Sawhill, “Should Everyone Go to College?” Center for Children and Families, Urban
Ins!tute, Washington D.C., 2013

Ques!ons:Ques!ons: Why are higher wages correlated with more educa!on? What are the posi!ons in the major debate over how to
fix our public schools? What reforms are necessary in early educa!on and K-12 educa!on to address inequality? Should it be
a na!onal goal that every child has access to higher educa!on? How should higher educa!on be organized to reduce
inequality?

 

Week 14: The Future of Inequality: Where Do We (and You) Go From Here? 

Readings:

Robert Reich, Saving Capitalism, chapter 19

Robert Reich, A"ershock, Part III chapter 2

Robert Reich, The System, Part III chapter 13

Hacker and Pierson, Winner-Take-All Poli!cs, chapter 10 and conclusion

Ganz, T. Kay, J. Spicer, “Social Enterprise is Not Social Change,” Stanford Social Innova!on Review, Spring 2018

For listening:

Podcast: “Individuals and Organiza!ons have a Cons!tu!onal Right to Unlimited Spending on their Own Poli!cal
Speech,” Intelligence Squared debate, December 4, 2014 h$ps://www.intelligencesquaredus.org/debates/individuals-
and-organiza!ons-have-cons!tu!onal-right-unlimited-spending-their-own

For further reading:

Bonica et al., “Why Hasn’t Democracy Slowed Widening Inequality?” Journal of Economic Perspec!ves, Summer 2013 

 

Addi!onal readings for the course

It is impossible to fully understand the present system of American capitalism without also understanding how the
system has evolved to its present point.

Those of you wishing to understand the interplay between economics, poli!cs, history, and dominant ideas about
fairness may want to take a look at the following, which I’ve listed in chronological order.

John Jay, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, The Federalist Papers (1788)
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835, 1840)
United States Supreme Court, Dred Sco$ v. Sandford (1857)
Henry George, Progress and Poverty (1890)
Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899)
Ida Tarbell, The History of the Standard Oil Company (1904)
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Ida Tarbell, The History of the Standard Oil Company (1904)
Herbert Croly, The Promise of American Life (1909)
Theodore Roosevelt, The New Na!onalism (1910)
Louis Brandeis, Other People’s Money (1914)
Adolf Berle and Gardiner Means, The Modern Corpora!on and Private Property (1932)
Friedrich Hayek, The Road to Serfdom (1944)
Karl Popper, The Open Society and its Enemies (1945)
United States Supreme Court, Brown v. Board of Educa!on (1954)
Mar!n Luther King, Jr. “I Have a Dream” speech (1963)
Mar!n Luther King, Jr., Speech at the Great March on Detroit (1963)
Ellis Hawley, The New Deal and the Problem of Monopoly (1966)
Robert Heilbroner, Between Capitalism and Socialism (1970)
Robert Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (1967)
Eric Goldman, Rendezvous with Des!ny: A History of Modern American Reform (1952)
John Kenneth Galbraith, American Capitalism: The Concept of Countervailing Power (1952)
John Rawls, Jus!ce as Fairness (1985)

Addi!onal (op!onal) readings: In the event you have addi!onal !me and energy for some addi!onal reading, or if you’ll
have some !me in the future, here are some books that you may find helpful.

Lina Kahn, "Amazon's An!trust Paradox," Yale Law Journal January, 2017);
Lawrence Bartels, Unequal Democracy: The Poli!cal Economy of the New Gilded Age, Princeton University Press,
2008;
Rebecca Blank, Changing Inequality, University of California Press, 2011; Edward Conrad, Unintended
Consequences, Penguin, 2012;
Philip Dray, There is Power in a Union, Doubleday, 2010;
Robert Frank and Philip Cook, The Winner-Take-All Society, Penguin, 1995;
Clement Fatovic, America’s Founding and the Struggle Over Inequality, University of Kansas, 2016;
Robert Frank, Falling Behind, University of California Press, 2007;
John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society, Houghton-Mifflin, 1958;
Jacob Hacker and Paul Pierson, American Amnesia, Simon and Schuster, 2016;
Jody Heymann, Forgo$en Families, Oxford University Press, 2006;
Jacqueline Jones, American Work: Four Decades of Black and White Labor, Norton, 1998;
Robert Kaiser, So Damn Much Money, Knopf, 2009;
Branko Milanovic, The Haves and the Have Nots, Basic Books, 2012;
Katherine Newman, A Different Shade of Gray, New Press, 2003;
Benjamin Page and James Simmons, What Government Can Do: Dealing with Poverty and Inequality, University of
Chicago Press, 2000;
Thomas Pike$y, Capitalism in the Twenty-First Century, Harvard University Press, 2014;
Robert Reich, The System, Knopf 2020;
Robert Reich, The Common Good, Knopf, 2018;
Robert Reich, Saving Capitalism: For the Many, Not the Few, Knopf, 2015;
Reich, A"ershock, Knopf, 2010;
Reich, Supercapitalism, Knopf, 2007; 
Reich, The Work of Na!ons, Knopf, 1992;
Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, Knopf, 1999; 
David Shipler, The Working Poor, Knopf, 2004;
Joe Soss, Jacob Hacker, and Suzanne Me$ler, eds., Remaking America: Democracy andPublic Policy in an Age of
Inequality, Russell Sage, 2007;
Joseph S!glitz, The Price of Inequality, Norton, 2012;
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Picke$, The Spirit Level, Bloomsbury Press, 2009.

US Government Data

Overall government search – FirstGov.com US Department of Educa!on – ed.gov

US Department of Labor – dol.gov

Data on income: Current Popula!on Survey – census.gov

Data on US budget – gpo.gov

Census Inequality Data - h$ps://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/income-inequality.html

OECD Data - h$ps://data.oecd.org/

The Federal Reserve - h$ps://www.federalreserve.gov/data.htm

 

The UC Berkeley Library has a public policy librarian who can help you conduct research:
h$ps://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/sb.php?subject_id=4558

 


